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IMPORTANT
REMINDER: Be very
careful when giving out
your Social Security
Number or other person-
al credit information. It
is not advisable to pro-
vide this information
over the phone or to
strangers, unless you can
verify that the person
you are speaking with
represents the company
or group with whom you
choose to do business.

Dear Senior Citizen,
s your state senator, I wanted to make you aware of some important infor-
mation regarding the new Medicare Drug Discount Card program.
Many seniors are currently receiving letters and other material from

numerous Medicare-approved providers encouraging them to sign up
and pay for the new drug discount card.  This may cause some confusion, partic-
ularly for those who currently have a prescription drug card through
Pennsylvania’s PACE or PACENET programs. This mailer is designed to pro-
vide you with more information about the new Medicare Drug Discount Card,
the benefits you are eligible for and where you can go for more information.  I
hope you find this information useful.  If you have any questions, please call my
district office – the numbers are listed on the back.

Sincerely,



PACE Recipients
• Many PACE recipients

are currently receiving
letters and information
from numerous
Medicare-approved drug
discount card providers,
encouraging them to
sign up for their com-
pany’s drug discount
card. Since PACE recipi-
ents currently have pre-
scription drug coverage
and a card from the
Commonwealth, this
may cause some confu-
sion.

• If you are single and your
income is $12,569 or
less, or you are married
and your income is $16,862 or less, you
are eligible for the Medicare-approved
drug discount card program with a $600
credit towards your prescriptions.

• A company called First Health has a special
Medicare-approved drug discount card for
these PACE recipients. First Health is the
company that currently administers
Pennsylvania’s PACE program for the
Department of Aging.

• The Pennsylvania Department of Aging
has reached an agreement with First
Health to AUTOMATICALLY
ENROLL these PACE recipients who are
eligible for the $600 federal prescription
drug credit in the First Health drug dis-
count card program. 

• NO ACTION IS REQUIRED for these
PACE recipients to be enrolled in the
First Health drug discount card program,
which provides them with several impor-
tant benefits that no other company can
match: 

1. The First Health
Medicare-approved drug
discount card will be free,
because Medicare will
cover the annual enroll-
ment fee for those who
meet the lower income
eligibility criteria stated
earlier.

2. During 2004 and 2005,
all co-pays will be waived
for PACE recipients with
the First Health drug dis-
count card until the feder-
al $600 prescription drug
credit is exhausted.

3. PACE recipients will
keep their PACE benefits

through 2005 without having to com-
plete a renewal application.

This $600 is a credit and will not be in the
form of a check or refund directly to the
recipient. It will offset the prescription
drug costs incurred by PACE thereby con-
tributing to the preservation of our PACE
program in Pennsylvania.

• This transitional Medicare drug discount
card program will be in effect starting 
June 1, 2004, and will last up to 22 months
when the new drug benefit program,
Medicare Part D, begins January 2006. At
that time, all people with Medicare coverage
will have new prescription drug coverage
options available to them.

REGISTRATION IN THE 

FIRST HEALTH

DRUG DISCOUNT CARD PROGRAM

ASSISTS THE PACE PROGRAM AND

WILL NOT AFFECT

 A SENIOR’S PACE BENEFITS



• If your income exceeds
$12,569, but is less than
$23,500 for a single person
or your income exceeds
$16,862, but is less than
$31,500 for a married cou-
ple, and you currently have
a PACE or PACENET
card, the Medicare-
approved drug discount
card will likely provide NO
additional benefit to you. 

• Your existing PACE and
PACENET benefits are more generous
than the federal program benefits currently
available. 

There is no need to pay for
any Medicare-approved drug
discount card because a card
will NOT likely provide you
with any additional benefits.

• The Medicare-approved drug
discount card program is target-
ed to those who do not current-
ly have any public or private
prescription drug coverage.

In January 2006, further pre-
scription drug benefits will be

added to Medicare. At that time, all people
with Medicare coverage will have new pre-
scription drug coverage options available to
them.

Certain PACE & PACENET Recipients

Important Numbers

For more information on the PACE/PACENET Programs or
to request an enrollment form, please call

1-800-225-7223.

For information on the First Health/PACE Drug Discount Card, please call
1-800-774-9412.

For information on the Medicare Drug Discount Card Program, please call
1-800-Medicare (1-800-633-4227).

If you have Internet access, you can also obtain more information on the 
Medicare Drug Discount Card by clicking on

www.aging.state.pa.us or www.medicare.gov.

“The $600 Medicare credit will replace the money that PACE uses to pay for medications
– drawn from state lottery revenues – and save the state program about $150 million
between June 2004 and March 31, 2006 on spending of $1 billion,” said Tom Snedden, the
Director of PACE for the Pennsylvania Department of Aging.

How Important is the New Medicare 
Prescription Drug Program to Pennsylvania?

The Associated Press – April 26, 2004



Information for Seniors Who Are
Not Eligible for PACE or PACENET
• If you are not enrolled in PACE or

PACENET, do not have other prescription
coverage, and your income exceeds
$23,500 for a single person and $31,500
for a married couple, you may want to con-
sider obtaining a Medicare-approved drug
discount card. (Note: If your total income is
less than these amounts, and you are not
enrolled in the PACE or
PACENET programs
offered by Pennsylvania,
you may want to apply for
prescription drug benefits
through these programs.)

• A Medicare-approved
drug discount card can
help you save 10% to
30% on prescription
drugs, depending on the
card you choose.

• Only sign up for ONE
Medicare-approved drug
discount card. You are
bound by your first choice
throughout 2004 and you
cannot change to another
card before the end of 2004. However, at
the end of this year, you will have an oppor-
tunity to choose a different Medicare-
approved drug discount card to use in 2005.

A senior is under no obligation to sign-up
for any drug discount card. You should
compare what each card company has to
offer in order to find the one that best suits
your needs. Some things to consider are:

1. Look for the Medicare-approved seal. 

2. Check total savings and savings by drug.
Look for a card that offers discounts on

the prescription drugs that
you take. Sometimes the
best card won’t discount
every drug you need, but
could provide bigger dis-
counts on your most
expensive drugs.

3. If you are loyal to a spe-
cific pharmacy, look for a
card that includes your
pharmacy.

4. If you have addresses in
more than one state or
near a state border, look
for a card with a national
service area.

In January 2006, further
prescription drug benefits will be added to
Medicare. At that time, all people with
Medicare coverage will have new prescrip-
tion drug coverage options.
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